
Technic Selection Guide  
For use with calipers 

mA Selection 
1. Normal setting for Green light sensitive film, 

screen combinations will be 6 mA, No com-
pensation. 

2. Patients with heavy bone, heavy muscle, or 
conditions that prevent straightening the cer-
vical spine, may be imaged using compensa-
tion. Compensation Varies the mA during 
the exposure.  

 
 6 mA or 10 mA without compensation 
 maintains the setting for the exposure. 
 
 6 mA with compensation starts the expo
 sure at 3 mA, and boosts to 6mA, in the 
 anterior area. 
 
 10 mA with compensation starts the rota
 tion at 7 mA, and boosts to 10 mA. This  
              might be a good setting for heavy spine.  
 
 

Notes 
-  Compensation will not resolve poor patient  
    positioning. 
 
-  This guide is only a starting point. We don’t   
    mea n to imply that the width of the zygomatic 
     indicates the density of the tissue. There are    
    differences in bone, and soft tissue density   
    when referenced to age, sex, race, diet, and  
    many other factors. 
 
-  This guide was designed for “Rare Earth”       
    screens.  We suspect that technology will  
   improve upon these. Different film/screen  
   combinations may require different settings.               
                        
-   Processing, and the wishes of the doctor  may   
     demand variance of these settings. While it  
     would not be proper to compensate for weak  
     chemistry  by turning up the radiation, Strong,  
     or “hot” chemistry  sometimes needs less    
     exposure.  Be aware of grainy images here.  
      The doctor that uses the images as diagnostic    
     tools should determine the “proper” density. 
     of the images.      
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